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1. The End of the Civilisation 

• There is evidence that by c. 1800 BCE most of 
the Mature Harappan sites in regions such as 
Cholistan had been abandoned. Simultaneously, 
there was an expansion of population into new 
settlements in Gujarat, Haryana and western 
Uttar Pradesh. 

• Several explanation for the decline of Harappan 
civilisation are climatic changes, deforestation, 
excessive floods, the shifting and/or drying up 

of rivers. 

• The end was evidenced by the disappearance of 
seals, the script, distinctive beads and pottery, 
the shift from a standardised weight system to 
the use of local weights; and the decline and 

abandonment of cities. 

 
 


